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1. True or false?

True False
We face danger whenever information growth outpaces our under-
standing of how to process it.

✓

Silver agrees with Chris Anderson of Wired magazine, who wrote that
the sheer volume of ‘Big Data’ will soon obviate the need for theory
and even the scientific method.

✓

Silver believes that we can never make perfectly objective predictions.
They will always be tainted by our subjective point of view.

✓

Covid-19 was a great example of an out-and-out failure of prediction. ✓

2. What 18th-century historical period does Silver emphasize, which was a tipping point
in which civilization suddenly went from having made almost no scientific or economic
progress for most of its existence to the exponential rates of growth and change that are
familiar to us today?

the industrial revolution

3. What important invention was a spark for the historical period mentioned in the pre-
vious question?

the printing press

4. What do human beings have a strong need and desire to “find” – more so than other
animals – so much so that we often think we see them when they aren’t actually there?

patterns

5. Approximately what percent chance did Nate Silver’s model give Donald Trump of win-
ning the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election? 28.6%


